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South Orange Middle School put on quite a play! 
Shrek The Musical was a very hands on produc-
tion that required a lot of dedication from both 
cast and crew. Tech week was full of late nights 
and hard work, but in the end it was worth it.  
The play was more than just a production. It was 
a way for students and teachers to come together 
and put their sweat and tears into one, very re-
warding, accomplishment All three nights of the 
play were equally as spectacular as the one be-
fore. It is true, there were a few hiccups, but the 
cast and crew managed to work past the minor 
errors. 
As a crew member, working on Shrek was a very 
exciting experience. Building the set and staying 

in charge of set changes were at times stressful, 
but it was great to see all of our hard work pay 
off for the production. For example, on the first 
night of the play, the stage crew made a few mis-
takes. It was a confusing and a bit nerve-
wrecking.  Still, we managed to pull it together 
and fix our errors to avoid the same mistakes af-
ter opening night. Each performance got better 
and better and in the end, we all knew that we’ve 
done a great job. Those who participated in the 
production could definitely agree that they 
would miss working on “Shrek” a lot. Seeing the 
smiles in the audience’s faces was definitely a 
bonus. 
Some fun and a bit bittersweet memories from 

the production was closing night and the cast 
party that followed. There was a feeling of satis-
faction in knowing that we’ve done an amazing 
job—but, most can agree, they were sad it was 
over. There were a lot of laughs and an equal 
amount of tears. 
Being part of the play was like being part of a 
family. Cast and crew alike became closer with 
their peers, making friends and memories, they 
could never forget.  Shrek The Musical was a fan-
tastic experience for those who participated in it 
and for those who came to watch. It was simply 
magical!  
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With the last day of classes now just days away and 

the bright fun filled days are on the horizon for 

many of you, I want to wish you all the best for the 

beautiful relaxing summer months. 

Without a doubt, this has been an incredible year 

filled with ups, and downs, triumphs and challenges.  

As difficult as it can sometimes feel, I’ve always 

believed that a little stress can be a good motivator: 

if we didn’t feel it, we wouldn’t make the extra ef-

fort we need to succeed. Stress can help us get off 

the couch and pursue our goals. To quote the Eng-

lish graphic novelist Neil Gaiman, “you will learn 

more from a glorious failure than you ever will from 

something you never finished.” I also hope that you 

will take the time to acknowledge and celebrate eve-

rything you have accomplished this academic year – 

both individually and as a member of the SOMS 

Community.  Let us remember the incredible con-

certs, school musical, trips, programs, and classes.   

I want to thank all of the amazing students, parents 

and staff here at South Orange Middle School for 

putting forth a truly amazing year.  You have all 

grown and exceeded any expectations we could pos-

sibly have.  And though now you all look forward to 

the summer, don’t forget the home you have all 

made here and the community you can always rely 

on. 

I urge you to read, read, read, and then read some 

more.  Also don’t forget those summer math pack-

ets. For those I will see next year, I say see you 

soon, but for my 8th grade students, I wish you the 

best of everything in your high school career.  Never 

forget the lessons you have learned, and the love that 

has surrounded you for the last three years! 

Make sure you have a: 

Marvelous Monday, Terrific Tuesday, Wonderful 

Wednesday, Thrilling Thursday and a Fantastic Fri-

day all summer long! 

Principal’s Corner:  Message from our Principal, Ms. Lynn Irby 
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Over 100 students attended the sixth-grade Student 

Council Winter Wonderland Dance in the gymnasium 

on February 9th.   Sixth-grade officers: Colette Lowry-

Kirkhus, President and Rowan Wechsler, Vice Presi-

dent; drove up the SOMS school spirit by having winter 

designed photo booths, cupcakes and hot chocolate with 

marshmallows. 

 

Colette provided music selections and an eighth-grader, 

Leslie Carlos helped.  Colette’s mother (Desiree Larson) 

and various students decorated the gym with white 

snowflake ornaments.  Rowan prepared cupcakes with 

various iced toppings.  The toppings consisted of vanilla 

bean frosting, sprinkles, chocolate chips and gummy 

bears.  The sprinkles went fast as Mr. Simmons, Student 

Council Advisor went to the store for refills. 

 

Many parents helped chaperoned that night.  Evening 

events are often more accessible to working parents.  

Many girls were very stylish as they went home, 

changed and came back with fashionable attire.             

A mother stated, “it’s a dance, it's important for them to 

look cute and dress well.”  Both the school and commu-

nity provided a cultivating positive environment for the 

students. 

 

Many students created a dance train line and parents 

watched in amusement.  Ms. Bethea, Student Council 

Advisor, stated “children in our school love to dance 

either recreationally or professionally”.   

 

The dancing in the gymnasium created social-emotional 

skills like respect and teamwork among the students.  

The council had created positive frames of mind and 

school spirit.  We all looked forward for that night of 

dancing and having fun. 

 

"This is our fight now, because you messed it up so bad-

ly. You left it to the kids and...now it's our job and...you 

can't try to take that back from us." - Emma Gonzalez, 

survivor of the Stoneman Douglas High School shooting 

in Parkland, Florida. She was there when seventeen of 

her own peers died in a place they thought was safe. Em-

ma is now an activist and advocate for gun control and co

-founder of the gun-control advocacy group Never Again 

MSD. Across the nation, people from all around walked 

out of schools on March 14th in memory of the school 

shooting on February 14th.  

 

 Many news articles contain procedures and reasons 

for the walkouts. An article from CNN is titled, Women's 

March Organizers are Planning a National Student Walk 

Out to Protest Gun Violence. The article explained how 

all people were encouraged to walkout but stated specifi-

cally that students were to lead the walkouts. For exam-

ple, news articles here and there have that fact in their 

titles (“Webster Schools Set Procedures for Student 

Walkouts” and “US cities see student-led walkout over 

gun violence”). That was an indication that the students 

were the ones who were meant to lead the walkouts, not 

anyone else. We are the generation of students who want 

to take part in problem solving and we want to be able to 

do what we think and know is right. 

 

Additionally, the article from CNN stated, “All of the 

marches share one mission: to put pressure on Congress 

to pass gun reform and make schools safer.” This is true. 

The point was to put that pressure onto Congress, but if 

the walkout was done in a way where students weren’t 

able to freely express themselves, then it was almost as if 

they didn’t care. It was as if the adults told students to do 

something because that’s what everyone else in the US 

was doing. It made it seem like the students didn’t have a 

voice, which won’t get congress to do anything. This 

made it seem like a joke to students who took this topic 

seriously.  

 

Because of this, students decided it would be best if they 

“took back” the walkout that they had originally pro-

posed to do. When they proposed the idea of the walkout, 

it was to get permission, not to let adults take it over. 

When some students refused to come inside, they stayed 

out for as long as possible for many reasons. Adding an 

additional 17 minutes wasn’t enough time to allow stu-

dents to express their voices.   

 

The main reasons most students stayed out so long was 

for the consequences. Every time students received a 

consequence, it was a victory. It meant that they were 

being heard and the more consequences, the better. It 

made a point. A point of how far they were willing to go 

to make their voices heard and show that they were will-

ing to risk the punishments to try to make a difference. 

That’s what puts pressure on the opposing side. If a stu-

dent is willing to risk suspension to get their  voices 

heard, there is obviously something to be said about how 

seriously the students believed in making a point. 

 

Correspondingly, nowhere in any news article, or list of 

walkout procedures does it say that students could not 

protest past the 17 minutes encouraged. The procedures 

said that students were encouraged to walk out for 17 

minutes, and if their school tried to punish them, the 

school would not be allowed to. But this does not say 

anything about students who want to march for more than 

the time encouraged. It was not specified that if the stu-

dents who decided to march longer should be discour-

aged.  

It wasn’t just for the sake of missing class, or going 

against the adults. It was to make sure that students had a 

voice too, that they could make a difference in this world. 

We are in an age of activists and advocates. If the school 

does not let us have a voice, how will we ever learn that 

we should stand up for ourselves? In the words of Martin 

Luther King Jr., “The time is always right to do what is 

right.” 

Student Council News 

National Student Walkout   March 7th, 2018                                
Sarah Schneider and Cassie Mc Mechen 

Who are SoMa Citizens?  

SoMa Citizens is an 

inspiring and ener-

getic group of 

SOMS 6th & 7th 

grade students that 

come together to 

promote leadership 

in our community.   

 

Specifically, these 

young mentors part-

ner once a month 

with South Mountain 

5th grade students to 

prepare for the social emotional transition into mid-

dle school.   

 

These students are trained on the “6 Pillars of Char-

acter” framework during their lunch time where 

they develop activities to teach the 5th graders.   

 

 

A few of the activities included, drawing a map of 

SOMS to figure out how they would travel from 

class to class, having discussions about friendships 

or bullying, and teaching them how to organize in 

various ways.   

 

 

In a few short months they helped connect and em-

power future ethical 5th grade leaders who will join 

us next year as 6th graders in making a difference at 

SOMS! 

 

Skills built 

 Character 

 Ethical Culture 

 Empowerment 

 Service 

 Listening to create 

 Public Speaking 

 Time Management 

 Imagining Community 

 Mindfulness 

 Education 

 Social Justice 
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    Ms. Andrew’s 8th Grade ELA classes hold court on Edgar Allen Poe’s, Tell Tale Heart  

                                                                    6th Grade Retrospective                                        Max Horowitz                                           

Ms. Andrews’ 

8th grade ELA 

class held the 

trial of the cen-

tury! 

 

 8th Graders 

took on roles of 

jurors, lawyers, 

witnesses, journalists/media specialists, judges, 

psychiatrists, bailiffs, and police officers for 

trial number 244 The State of NJ vs The Narra-

tor from “The Tell-Tale Heart.”   

 

On March 28th, students 

came to court (dressed in 

appropriate attire) to see 

if the defendant was in 

fact guilty of the crime of 

premeditated murder or 

if the narrator was in fact 

not guilty for reasons of 

insanity. Court started 

out at a slow pace, but 

things heated up when witnesses took the 

stand.   

Defense and prosecution teams sought out ob-

jections at each opportunity and the narrator 

(from period 7) even had a mental breakdown 

on the stand. Judge Piper (period 2) was a non-

sense type of judge and ensured that court re-

mained in order. A psychiatrist was quoted as 

saying: “He had disconnection and sensory is-

sues such as illogical thinking, and his mental 

illness is likely to have been developing for 

quite some time...” 

 

After grueling hours of preparation, statements, 

and testimonies, 4 out of 5 classes found the 

narrator not guilty. Meanwhile, period 5 found 

the narrator guilty.  

 

Jurors ended up in 

shouting matches as 

spectators watched. At 

the conclusion of the 

trial, all classes wrote 

argumentative essays 

about the prosecution of 

the mentally ill; this 

served as an opportunity 

to reflect on the trial and 

students were able to finally pick a side once 

and for all.   

Trial number 244 is milestone in our ELA class; 

this is the trial that changed us forever. 
 

 

March 6th 2018  
Read Across America Day— 

SOMS 6th Grade Students and Staff honor their favorite authors and children’s books in style. 

    My biggest fear coming into 6th grade was 

definitely getting lost. In the first three or so 

days, I carried my school map with me every-

where I went, but soon after I memorized all of 

my rooms and where to go. 6th grade definitely 

started out as a challenge, but I overcame that 

challenge within maybe around a week.  

 

It turned out to be really fun, and I made new 

friends and reunited with old ones. Of course, 

6th grade did not come without its downsides 

too. I get way more work than I used to, and the 

schedule was mind-boggling to me. But now I 

feel that 6th grade is pretty easy, and now I 

don’t even know why I was so afraid. 
 

    One of the most different things about mid-

dle school is definitely lockers. In elementary 

school, we had cubbies and coat hangers on the 

floor or a wall of the classroom. They were all 

out in the open, even though nobody stole any-

thing. (Mostly because the teacher was in the 

room then.)  

But now, you have your own little place where 

you can store all your stuff like books and pen-

cils. You can also customize your locker with a 

mirror or a little slot to put your pencils, so they 

don’t go everywhere.  

The only bad thing is that since the teacher isn’t 

there watching your locker, if anybody gets 

your combination or they find it unlocked, 

chances are they will probably steal some of 

your stuff. It happened to me once, my agenda 

pad got stolen. I didn’t find it for at least a 

month. Another big change is switching peri-

ods. That took some getting used to. At first, I 

thought that it would be like a 10-mile hike, 

which for me is not something that I could fin-

ish in three minutes.  

Eventually,  I realized that I would never really 

be late because I set up a plan for which hall-

ways I wanted to go through. So all in all, 6th 

grade was way harder than it looked.  

Definitely.  

 

Cheers to SOMS  

8th Grade Graduates!  
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The Stakeholders at SOMS will work to collectively ensure 
that we are the top performing middle school in the nation by 
focusing on  Academic Excellence, Cultural Competency and 
Social Equity. We will accomplish this goal by supporting our 
students’ academic and personal pursuits and by inspiring 
our scholars to become model citizens.  

-South Orange Middle School Vision Statement   

 

Very Special Thanks to: 

  
 

All SOMS 

staff who 

have   

submitted   

information 

for our 

Spring Issue! 
 

Special Thanks to: 

 

 Ms. Irby  

for her continual  

support and guidance of the  

SOMS Voice 

newspaper club 
 

 
 

Want to be   

featured in our 

next issue of  

SOMS Voice? 

 

 

Email SOMS 

Voice  at                   
Ltazewel@somsd.k12.nj.us 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SOMS Voice 

Newspaper Club Advi-
sor: 

 
Mrs. Lora Tazewell 

 

 

 

 

Julia Bromfeld -  8th Grade 

Camryn Cockerham - 8th  Gr. 

Gabrielle Felix—8th Grade 

Huntar Hayes -    8th Grade 

Max  Horowitz-  6th Grade 

Emily Katoni -  8th Grade 

Ava Levinson -  8th Grade 

Milo McGuffey - 8th Grade 

Jade Nunez -        8th Grade 

Katie Trzaska—  8th Grade 

Riley Wakefield - 6th Grade 

 

Guest 8th Grade Writers: 

 

Cassandra Mc Mechen 

     Sarah Schneider 

 

SOMS Voice        
Photographer:    

 

Claire Ragone  - 6th Grade 

 

6th Grade Winners 

1st Place – “Music and the Mind”     

Veronica Levesque and Aidan Egan-Liang  
  

2nd Place- TIE 

“The Color and Personality Puzzle:                          

Do Traits Correlate?” 

Sierra and Sabrina Mannion 

 

“Pencil vs. Keyboard” 

Julia Brochin, Skylar Smith, and Samantha Sauer 

 

                             

3rd Place – “Sensitive Plants” 

Aidan Guerra, Benjamin Gevirtz, and 

Samuel Nasberg-Abrams  

  

4th Place – 3 way TIE  

“The Bio-Plastic Race to Disintegration” 

Mila Wyrick 

 

“Exercise Your Memory” 

Leah Glass 

 

“Social Media” Attraction or Distraction 

Nawal Irfani 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade Winners 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Place – “Solar Power:                                  

The Power of UV Protection” 

Caleb Diegnan 

 

2nd Place  – “Water Bottle Usage” 

Okherra Prosper 

 

3rd Place -“Where To Put Food” 

Chloe Short 
 
We had 42 Sensational Projects entries this year and 64    
Brilliant Young Scientists! This year’s Amazing Judges were 
our college bound CHS Seniors:  
Mr. Jay Ascher 
Mr. Adam DuBowy   
Ms. Valeria Trewick 
Ms. Safia Latif and Mr. Jake Gruber 
 
Registration: Mrs. Dennard (Retired SOMS Teacher and Ms. 
Arielle Loubier (CHS student)  
 
Announcer: Mrs. Ross  
Science Fair Helper: Marlo Alexander 
Set-up : Mr. Yusef, Custodian 
 
We would like to thank our Home and School Association 
for their financial support for this wonderful academic event. 

 8th  Grade Winners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st Place – “Science vs. Culture:  

Is Beauty In the Eye Of the Beholder” 

Sydney Mannion 

 

2nd Place– “Memory Manipulation:                   

The Power of Suggestion on Memory” 

Elianna Perlman and Nathan Perlman 

       

3rd Place - “SOMS Invasion – Microbe Edition” 

Evalyn Rhody 

       

4th Place - “Scrumptious Senses” 

Maia Hubscher 

 

 

Congratulations  

to our wonderful Science Fair Coordinator,  

Ms. D. Grant   

on a Job Well Done!   

Congratulations SOMS 2018 Science Fair Winners Circle! 


